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here at home and in Iraq, and we stand
in support of our men and women in
uniform, and we demand account-
ability for them to ensure that these
resources are going to them to support
them, to keep them safe, and to return
them home to their families. May God
bless our troops and their families.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SPACE). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, postponed votes on motions to sus-
pend the rules with respect to House
Resolution 51, House Resolution 57, and
H.R. 476 will be taken tomorrow.

———

DEMOCRATS MUST ACT TO AVOID
TAX INCREASES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight, as I have for the past couple of
weeks, to remind the American people
that if this Congress does not act over
the next 2, over the next 4 years, in
just 1,440 days there will be a tax in-
crease in this country. It is going to
happen as I said over the next 4 years
if the Democrats do not extend the tax
cuts that the Republicans have put in
place over the last several years.

It is going to amount to about $200
billion that the American people will
pay more in taxes. And I appreciate my
colleagues from the Blue Dog Demo-
crat Coalition coming down to the
House floor and talking about fiscal re-
sponsibility. They talk about the budg-
et. But I hear very little about taxes
and keeping taxes low on the American
people.

And one of the Blue Dogs mentioned
in his remarks that he believes in
smaller and efficient government and
that we have to make tough choices.
And that is true. We have to make very
tough choices. But it is not our money.

We need to make sure that one of the
decisions is to not raise the taxes on
the American people, because when we
were here in the final hours of the
Democrats’ 100 hours, on that Friday
morning, right after they finished the
100 hours, we were in session for all of
about 45 minutes, from 10 to 11 a.m.
and most Americans did not see that 45
minutes.

So that is why I think it is important
that I come to the floor and remind the
American people what this Congress is
doing and what we have done in the
last couple of weeks or the 100 hours
that the Democrats ran their six bills.
And I have a number, 1,440. That is
again January 1, 2011, when our taxes
will finally get up to that $200 billion
tax increase if we do not act. All the
Democrats have to do is run the clock
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out, they do not have to pass legisla-
tion, and those tax cuts that we put in
place that have benefited this economy
so greatly will expire.

There is another number that you
can put up, and that is how many days
since the Democrats’ last tax increase.
And it has been just 4 days. Now, little
did I know and little did I think that it
would take only 14 days of the Demo-
crats being in the majority party in
Congress, they worked for 13 years to
win back the majority, and in 14 days
the first tax increase passed this House
and is going to move on to the Senate.
I hope the Senate does not pass it.

Because that is a tax increase on the
American people. Now, the Democrats
say that it is the oil company, the big
oil companies that are going to receive
this increase in taxes. And that is true.
The big oil companies will pay about
$6.5 billion of taxes over the next sev-
eral years. But the reality is, corpora-
tions and businesses do not pay taxes
in this country; consumers pay it. The
tax increase will be passed along. And
it will be passed along in the form of
higher energy costs.

We will pay more at the pump when
we go to fill our cars up. Oil companies,
they will have a competitive disadvan-
tage. They will have to pay more when
they go out to explore for oil. It will be
the Venezuelan oil company, Citgo, or
it will be the Iranian or some other for-
eign oil company that is going to be in
a better position to be able to spend
money to find oil, to sell it to the
American economy, sell it to America,
less expensive than our own domestic
energy producers.

Ladies and gentlemen, I just think if
you are watching tonight that is not
the right thing to do, especially in this
time of high energy costs. We have got
to make it more cost efficient, give our
companies a better footing to compete,
not only in energy but in manufac-
turing. And raising taxes on business is
the wrong thing to do.

And as I said, it has only taken the
Democrats 14 days until this first tax
increase has come down the road and
has passed this House of Representa-
tives. And that should not surprise
anybody in America, because during
the campaign, the new chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee, the Rep-
resentative from New York, he told the
Bloomberg News that he cannot think
of one tax cut passed under President
Bush that merits renewal.

There is no question about it, he
said, everything has to be on the table.
And what we have seen already is a tax
increase just 4 days ago. And as I said,
I believe that is going to trickle down
into the American public, and they will
be paying that through higher energy
costs, higher fuel costs.

As I said, it is important that I think
the American people, if you are watch-
ing this evening, are reminded that you
are getting exactly what the Demo-
crats said during the election. They
said that they would raise your taxes.
Once again, I hear the Blue Dogs come
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down here night after night talking
about fiscal responsibility. I do not
hear them, though, talking about
taxes, making sure they keep the taxes
low on the American people.

I do not hear them talking about the
biggest spending programs that our
government has, and that is Social Se-
curity, Medicare, Medicaid. How are we
going to improve and strengthen, re-
form those important programs impor-
tant to the American citizens, impor-
tant to our seniors in this country?

So those are things that I do not hear
them talking about. I am very inter-
ested to see what the Blue Dog Demo-
crats will propose when it comes to the
budget. We will come into budget sea-
son here I believe in March. And I
know that when the Republicans were
in the majority, the Blue Dogs offered
a budget every time. There was a Dem-
ocrat budget, there was a Blue Dog
budget, and there was the Republican
budget. So I am very, very interested
in seeing what the Blue Dogs propose if
in fact they are even allowed to pro-
pose a budget, because I think it will
be different than their elected leader-
ship will put on this floor.

But back to the tax cuts and what it
means to the American people. Over
the last 4 years we have seen 7.2 mil-
lion jobs created in this country from
those tax cuts. Our economy is cre-
ating jobs month after month. Just in
December 167,000 jobs were created in
this country. The unemployment rate
is down to 4.5 percent. It is the lowest
average it has been in four decades.
That is directly attributable to the tax
cuts we have put in place over the last
several years.

Now, if we do not extend them, if we
do not do the responsible thing, the
American taxpayers are going to be pe-
nalized for their hard work by us tak-
ing money out of their pockets. When
you look at a family of four that earns
over $40,000, if we allow the child tax
credit and the marriage penalty to ex-
pire, they will pay about $2,000 more
that will come out of their pockets.

That is money that they could use to
save for college, to pay for health care
insurance, to buy a new washer and
dryer, or put a down payment on a new
car. That is their money. They should
be able to spend that money as they
see fit. And the way to do that is to
keep the tax rates low so that they can
continue to determine how to use that
money best.

Small business owners, same situa-
tion. If we allow some of these tax cuts
to increase, our small businesses in
this country will be hurt. And I hope
the Democrats take a lesson from his-
tory. President Kennedy, back in 1960,
did just that. He cut taxes. And when
he cut taxes, revenues to the Federal
Treasury rose as they have today.

Ronald Reagan did it in 1980. He had
to fight a Democratic majority, but fi-
nally was able to cut taxes. And what
happened was the economy grew, one of
the greatest expansions of our economy
in history, and revenues to the Federal
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